
 

 

 

Vol. 2  No.  3 December 2011 

                                     Southwest Illinois 

spur turtle  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  - REMEMBER FEB 18, 2012 

Alfa Spur Turtle TRIVIA NIGHT: an amazing good time for an epic good cause 

I  t's amazing but true . . . Phase I of Trin-

ity Gardens and Farmstead is complete. 

Nowõs a good time to recall how it all hap-

pened. It all seems so improbable . . . like a 

dream come true. (For a full update on the 

Farmstead see pages 8-9.) 

In 2006, a Belleville family took a leap of 

faith in search of a dream and purchased 

43 acres of farmland in Eastern St. Clair 

County. The Maty family hoped their ac-

tion would provide a needed lift for adults 

with developmental disabilities. 

Back then, the future for many area adults 

was bleak. People like Paul, and Lindsey 

and Eddie, now happily attending Trinity 

programs, were not being served by exist-

ing programs. 

Sheltered workshops and òdaycareó like 

facilities existed but are not for everyone. 

Some of those in need have autism, but 

the majority were simply young adults of 

many abilities who could not thrive in ex-

isting programs. People with disabilities are 

just like all of us; each is an individual like 

no other. 

The Matys and like-minded families 

dreamed of a place that focused on the 

well-being of everyone, not just a place for 

people with developmental disabilities . . . 

A place equal to the promise of these peo-

ple so full of life and giving in spirit. 

In 2010, Trinity pledged to build the dream 

and broke ground on two beautiful homes 

and a four-seasons barn. Forty-three ordi-

nary acres on the prairie are being trans-

formed into an exceptional space for peo-

ple at every level of ability; a place that 

embraces the concepts of environmental 

stewardship and sustainability. 

Trinity Gardens and Farmstead isnõt 

merely a model for life for people with 

developmental disabilities but for you and 

me, too ñ for the entire community. 

Read more about the Farmstead on pages 8-9 



¶ Friday, Dec. 2 - Mascoutah Lighted Santa Parade, 

6 pm  Trinity people and staff will participate in this first-

ever evening Lighted Parade in Mascoutah.  

 

¶ Friday, Dec. 9 - Trinity Services, Inc. Christmas 

Dinner Disco at Silver Creek Mill, 6 -8:30 pm                  

All Trinity program participants and family guests are invited 

to Dinner (6 pm) - Disco ( 7 pm) - Visit from St. Nick (8 

pm). Admission: $2  Reservations required - Call 566-4200 

or email: ghillyer@trinity-services.org. Sponsored by Alfa 

Foundation of SW Illinois. 

 

¶ Sunday, Dec. 18 - Trinity Staff and Alfa Volun-

teers Christmas Party at Shenanigans, 6401 West 

Main St., Belleville, 62223; 4 pm cocktails, 5 pm din-

ner - Did you volunteer your time and/or talents to any 

Trinity/Alfa program or event in 2011? Itõs time to celebrate 

together! Please come join us. All volunteers are encouraged 

to attend. RSVP to 566-4200 or email: ghillyer@trinity-

services.org 

 

¶ Friday, Dec. 23 - Trinity Adult Learning Program 

Christmas Party, 2 pm at Silver Creek Mill                         

One last big party before Christmas Day.  Mascoutahõs òrealó 

Santa Claus will visit - Would you like to help make Trinity 

Christmas more Merry? Please call Georgia at 618-401-0477. 
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L  ike many Southwest Leaders, Debra  Can-

non joined Trinity as an ILC (Independent 

Living Counselor). Her assignment was working 

with the six women living at the Trinity CILA 

(Community Integrated Living Arrangement) on 

Impala Drive in Mascoutah. Debbie soon caught 

the attention of her supervisors - her conscien-

tious attention to detail, organizational skills 

and natural compassion for those she worked 

with showed her special talent for working with 

people with disabilities. When Trinity needed a 

Team Leader for itõs Overlook Drive  house, 

Debbie was a natural first choice. 

Debbie also contributes other resources from 

another part of her life. Her husband, Jon, is 

founder and pastor of Victory Church, 

OõFallon, Ill. In their ministry they have brought 

Trinity new volunteers  

òIõm always talking about Trinity,ó says Debbie, 

òand I was approached by Andrea Beringer 

(Scottõ Air Force Base Protestant Religious 

Education Coordinator). Their Vacation Bible 

School chose Trinity as a special project.ó 

On the last day of school in July, Debbie, Trinity 

SW director Mike Lowry and Trinity participant 

Eddie attended a lunch as honored guests. 

Continued on Page 11 
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Itõs a mission . . . Not a job 

Above, the Scott Air Force 

Base Vacation Bible School 

presents Eddie (center), Deb-

bie Cannon (2nd from right) 

and Mike Lowry (2nd from 

left) with a check for improve-

ments at the Trinity CILA 

home Eddie shares with five 

men on Overlook Drive in 

Belleville. Team Leader Deb-

bie and her husband Jon, Pas-

tor of Victory Church, 

OõFallon, have brought new 

volunteers to Trinity.  

Would you or your group like 

to become Trinity volunteers?  

Call Georgia at 618-566-4200. 

Team Leader Deb Cannon 

helps connect Trinity to 

faith community volunteers  



Trinity News 

Notes  

Trinity Services, 

Inc. has completed 

the purchase of 

the former Mas-

coutah Commu-

nity Building at 

973 N. 6th St.  

Originally Victory 

Church, the build-

ing will be reno-

vated to provide 

new space for 

culinary arts, fine arts and other learning programs.  Administrative 

offices will also be moved when work is completed in Spring 2012. 

The renovation includes a large meeting space adjacent to the 

kitchen that will be available for use by community groups and oth-

ers for special events.  

 

Trinity Works at the BND  

When that big bundle of ads wrapped around your newspaper hits 

your doorstep this holiday season,  you can thank Trinity program 

participants for helping to get it there. 

For the second year, Trinity people are employed by the Belleville 

News Democrat (BND) sorting ads and flyers associated with the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas rush.   

Don Bradley, BND production manager, says he couldnõt be more 

pleased with the young adults working under his direction.  

òTheyõre doing great,ó said Don. òWe couldnõt ask for better work-

ers. Weõre glad to have them on board.ó 

Trinity program participants have many skills that can help busi-

nesses operate efficiently and capably. To learn more about oppor-

tunities for businesses call Georgia Hillyer at 618-566-4200. 
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After renovations are completed, the for-

mer Mascoutah Community Building will 

become Trinity Southwestõs program and 

administrative hub. 



Trinity Horticulture Programs recognized by                

Garden Clubs of Illinois at 2011 business meeting 
 

Trinity Program par-

ticipants were hon-

ored for their volun-

teerism in community 

gardening projects by 

the Garden Clubs of 

Illinois at their sum-

mer business meeting 

and luncheon at the 

Doubletree Hotel in 

Collinsville.  

 

District V, which in-

cludes Mascoutahõs 

Moonlight Madness 

Garden Club, hosted 

the meeting.  

 

A group representing 

Trinity attended as 

guests. They were 

introduced by Opal 

Riely, president of 

the Mascoutah club. The Trinity Horticulture program has assisted Opal and the club 

on many Mascoutah community gardening projects including planting and care of  

downtown flower baskets and maintenance of gardens at the Mascoutah Senior Center. 

Opal is also a long time volunteer in the Trinity Horticulture program, introducing new 

plants into the greenhouse and Universal Garden and donating seeds and supplies. 

 

òItõs very refreshing working with the Trinity people because they are so willing to 

work with everyone,ó said Opal. òThe Garden Club always wants to know about 

whatõs going on at Trinity. Weõre very interested. Itõs such a wonderful program.ó 
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Trinity program participants and staff were guests of Opal 

Riely (back, second from left) and the Mascoutah 

Moonlight Madness Garden Club at the Annual Meeting 

of the Garden Clubs of Illinois held in Collinsville.  


